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Don’t forget the kids!

Make mocktails. When the three or four generations of our extended family gather, the little ones
get excited shouting, “picnic party, picnic party.” We’ll paint faces, run around blowing bubbles, climb
through nylon tunnels, splash in the pool, and dance to silly songs. A big mat or cloth is spread on the
grass or the deck with platters of finger foods. The kids happily dive in for the feast.

String lights, candles in jars, patio heaters, and your favorite tunes all add to the comfort and con-
tentment. Nothing is ever perfect. There will be spills, breaks, trampled flowers, bug bites, and burnt
barbecue. But that’s the splendor and unpredictability of partying in the garden. As Erasmus said, “No
party is any fun unless seasoned with folly.”

Enjoy the dazzling days and easy evenings of summer with a picnic or pool party. Kick off your
shoes, slather on the sunscreen, don your sunglasses, and chill out. Summer is a time to slow down to
appreciate being outside surrounded by nature.

Kids enjoy a picnic party on the deck with a patio
heater for warmth, face painting, and finger foods.

Cynthia Brian preparing the meal including
roasted nectarines for a casual picnic pool

party.

McDonnell &V Nursery

redeem your McDonnell bucks in August
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Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach as well as the Founder and

family owned since 1933 )

Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to
Boomers at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor ¢ House Plants * Gifts
Jewelry » Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily






